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PREFACE 

 
Over the past 28 years of carving and furniture designing Marie and I have gathered 
tremendous amounts of knowledge and skill learning for master craftsman the world 
over, from the shores  of Africa to the jungles of Honduras, to the depths of the Black 
Forest in Germ any ,and Eastern Europe, with their  historical cultures steeped in 
tradition. We have taken all of this knowledge combi ned with a little Canadian flair  and 
are now putting pen to paper to ensure this knowledge is passed on to future 
generations of woodcarvers and woodworkers.           
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Figure 01 

 

 

This short e - book is designed to provide you ,  the craftsman , with a 
plan and instructions  with the aim of yo u creating your own work of art 
and one you can enjoy for many years to come. I hope you have as much 
fun as I have doing this project.   
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1.  Getting Started  
 

This short e - book is designed to assist you with making your own 
personal Napkin Holder. T he design is quite simple, very easy to do, you 
donõt need lots of fancy tools, and you donõt even need to know how to 
carve. So letõs get right to it. First  thing you will need to do is select the 
wood youõre planning on using. Your wood could be anything  from Pine to 
Oak. I  personality prefer  to use Mahogany  because I find it provides me 
with that  dark  reddish color  that gives  you a more aged look, p lus, it is 
relatively quite easy to carve  . The basic  wood dimensions required is in the 
Fig below. Now ,  thi s is my design and not the only size you can use. I just 
prefer my Napkin Holder this size.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 02 

 

 Step 1    Select your wood .  
 
Like I mentioned above ,  I  normally like to select  Red African mahogany  but 
it' s up to you to pick th e wood you would like to use. J ust remember how 
the wood will look after finishing, since some woods will no t give you the 
desired look .   An old carver told me once ,' Choose  wisely or you could end 
up wasting a lot of time. '     
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Step 2    Preparing yo ur pattern   
 
Remember to pri nt out the pattern below to  match the  block of wood that 
you have selected. I would recommend using the wood block size above for 
your first one .   In this case, I am using a chunk of Mahogany 6 inch in 
width, with a height of 7 inches and a thickness of 2 inches.  

    

 

Pattern 
Figure 03 
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Step 3    Laying out the pattern.  
 

  When laying out your pattern you  will  have two options. The first one 
is by using carbon paper ;  you do this by  placing your carbon paper down 
first then lay  your pattern on to p of the carbon paper, t hen trace it out 
using a pencil following the lines on your pattern.  

   The second option is to trace your pattern out ,  but this time onto 
a sheet of 1/8 - inch plywood. I do this to provide myself with a long -  
lasting pattern since I  plan on using this pattern for many years to come. 
Below are  the pattern example s of  both o ptions.   

 

 
 

 

    Plywood Pattern       Hand drawn pattern  
Figure 04           Figure 05  

 

 


